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Risk/Needs Statutory Requirement

ARS 8-246.C

The supreme court in cooperation with the department of
juvenile corrections and other state agencies shall develop
a common risk needs assessment instrument to be used for
each juvenile who is referred to the juvenile court. The
juvenile court shall update the risk needs assessment on
each subsequent referral of the juvenile to the juvenile
court, and the court shall use the risk needs assessment to
determine the appropriate disposition of the juvenile. The
supreme court in cooperation with the department of
juvenile corrections shall develop guidelines to be used by
juvenile court judges in determining those juveniles who
should be committed to the department of juvenile
corrections.
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Prior fo AZYAS

= Multiple previous instruments used statewide

» Pre AZYAS Needs Assessment
» |23 questions, not research based
= No meaningful reports or case plan
Initial training, but Nno on-going training program

Necessity for new Needs instrument

» \Workgroup established criteria to evaluate existing instruments
» Decision to adopt the Ohio Youth Assessment System (OYAS)
» Referred to as AZYAS in Arizona

OYAS Risk/Needs Assessment Instrument

» Developed and validated by University of Cincinnati

» Actuarial Assessment
» Based on research by University of Cincinnati

= Just under 2,500 juveniles surveyed on about 400 items fo develop series of
~ instruments

= Predicts group behavior

» Group most/least likely to reoffend

» Combination of dynamic and static factors
» Dynamic factors assess progress or regression
w» Static factors validated to identify juvenile needs

»ie. Age at first offense, age aft first drug use

®» |ncludes strength and barriers
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Diversion Tool Detention Disposition Disposition Tool Residential Tool ReEntry Tool
Tool Screening | Screening Tool
Instrument
Phase Conducted at entry into [  Conducted at Conducted at Pre- Conducted at Post- Conducted at Post- Conducted at Residential re-
the Juvenile Justice Detention Adjudication Adjudication Adjudication/Intake at assessment/release/ post-
System screening Residential release supervision
(Non Court) (Used by ADC) (Used by ADJC)
*6 items *6 items * Juvenile Justice History (2 | ¢ Juvenile Justice History | « Juvenile Justice History (7
Domains +Prior history +Prior history i;em.sl) L S:S itg{nS) " i'ﬁemﬁ) oL
. . st « Family and Living « Family and Living *  Family and Living
Current (:tﬁ ense Age at'1 contact Arrangements (6 items) Arrangements (3 items) Arrangements (4 items)
*Age at 1< contact *Education * Peers and Social Support | + Peers and Social » Peers and Social Support
*Prior probation *Substance use (6 items) Support (7 items) (9 items)
Family criminality *Peers * Education/Employment (4 | « Education/ Employment | ¢ Education/Employment (4
«Supervision «Antisocial attitudes items) (3 items) items)
* Pro-social Skill Set (3  Pro-social Skill Set (4  Pro-social Skill Set (4
items) items) items)
« Substance Abuse, Mental « Substance Abuse, +  Substance Abuse, Mental
Health, and Personality Mental Health, and Health, and Personality (7
(6 items) Personality (8 items) items)
« Attitudes, Values, and « Attitudes, Values, and + Attitudes, Values, and
Beliefs (5 items) Beliefs (5 items) Beliefs, (6 items)
Number N=6 N=6 N=32 N=33 N=41
of Variables

New items = 26

New items =15

New items =15

\\

2011

2012

013

llaboration with ADJC
» Residential and ReEntry Instruments

Total Number of Variables (N=63)

AZYAS Implementation

» Juvenile EBP Administrative Code adopted

®» Diversion, Pre Disposition Screener and Disposition instruments
mandatory for probation departments

2014 through current
» On-going User Certification and Recertification classes

Overlapping Variables (N=24)

» September - Statewide AZYAS Certification classes began

» December - Officers began administering AZYAS
Disposition instrument
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Consistent Certification Process

»Training conducted by Certified AZYAS trainers

» Participants must attend 2 consecutive, full days
of fraining

» Class agenda includes:

* Presentation + Review questions and scoring
- Group activities + Practice videos
®Parficipants must pass cerfification test

= \Vithin 3+/- actual score

AND
®»No more than 5 questions incorrect

» Recertification class required

Consistent Information Gathering

®»[ile Review
»Known juvenile record(s) reviewed prior to interview
» Self-Report Form
»Provided to youth to complete
Reviewed prior to interview
Interview
» Collateral Information

» Used to confirm and/or support information gathered in
the interview

»Can be reviewed post interview
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Consistent Assessment of Youth

Resource guides available to staff

» |nferview Guide

®» Jsed as a structure for the interview

® Assists to ensure questions are asked consistently
oring Guide

» More than a guide — explains scoring factors in detail

» Consulted by staff when entering juveniles response to
questions

» Automated instrument provides on-line access to scoring
guide

AZYAS Risk/Need

» Static and dynamic factors that are associated
with new criminal/delinquent behavior

» Criminogenic Needs

‘®»When dynamic factors addressed and changed
affect a probationer’s risk for recidivism

Higher and Moderate risk = more intensive
services

®» | ower risk = lesser intensive services

(Identified in research by Lowenkamp and Latessal)
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Domains for the Disposition Tool
1. Juvenile Justice History
Family and Living Arrangements
Peers and Social Support

2
3
4. Education/Employment
5. Pro-Social Skill Set

6

Substance Abuse, Personality and
Mental Health

7. Attitudes, Values, and Beliefs

Criminogenic Needs
“The Big Four”

Antisocial/pro-criminal attitudes, values, beliefs, and cognitive emotional
states (rage, anger, defiance, and criminal identity)

Pro-criminal associates and isolation from pro-social others

Temperamental & anti social personality pattern conducive to criminal

wity including: weak socialization, impulsivity, adventurous, pleasure
king, restless aggressive, egocentrism, below average verbal intelligence,
taste for risk, weak problem solving/lack of coping a self regulation skills

A history of antisocial behavior: evident from a young age, in a variety of
seftings, and involving a number and variety of different acts.

STATIC

(Identified in research by Andrews and Bonta)
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Criminogenic Needs Cont'd

“The Lesser Four”

Family factors that include criminality and a variety of psychological
problems in the family of origin including: low levels of affection, caring and
cohesiveness, poor parental supervision and discipline practices, out right
neglect and abuse

w levels of personal education, vocational or financial achievement
Low levels of involvement in pro-social activifies

Abuse of alcohol and/or drugs

(Identified in research by Andrews & Bonta)

/= Youth Reports - Windows Internet Explorer

K ol sl & | htip://azyastest/offender/100/reports/ « | %5 | x [l Live Search B -
File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
— _ =
W l@v:;uthﬂeports l | - v dgh v [ Page » £ Tools ~
AZYAS |

Arizona Youth Assessment System Dashboard Administration Assessments

Manage Youths

Youth Reports Amy Stuart

astuart@courts_az_gov

m

Name Jamie L. Swift

Date of Birth  10/11/1985

Assessments

Disposition Instrument Summary Report Full Report Referral Report

Done € Local intranet | Protected Mode: Off F100% -
f < C <. - 0 ... U - - I —| = T =
vy ] o m » " Office Co... | [® Inbox-... [ Handouts O AZVASDL. | Ty AZYASDL. & DISPOSTT. . /2 Youth Re... T Docume.. | ¢ % @ #EA 320eMm
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/= Full Report - Windows Internet Explorer

ol sl © | hitp://azyastest/offender/109/reports/Full/5 B
File Edit View Favorites Toels Help
P [@Fun Report ] ]
Full Report
Hame: Jamie L. Swift DOB: 104111985 A
Staff Completed: Amy Stuart Date: 11/26/2012

Overall Impression:

Situation with family continues to decline. Youth spends mare time with friends who are providing alcochol and drug to youth.

Assessment: Disposition Instrument

Final Risk Level: Moderate

Percentage of Recidivism Level of Risk

O Loy O Moderate W High

% Recidivate
th
[=]
T

— —

T T
1102652012 1112652012

/= Full Report - Windows Internet Explorer

- - & http://azyastest/offender/109/reports/full/s = |*r
File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
okt [@Fuu Report [ | i
Treatinent Priorities
M@ Loy O Moderate W High
High

E od

-

= Low

4

JIE Fanily Pe:ars Education J Employment Pro—S‘ociaI Substance, rlderﬂal Health Vallues

Instrument Details
Juvenile Justice History

Comparison Over Time

O Low O Moderate W High

% Recidivate
w
a

112652012 142652012

1. Documented Contact with Juvenile Justice System
13 or younger *
2. Previous Adjudications
2 or more prior adjudications *
Total: 3

Heed Level: High
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S Full Report - Windows Intemet Explorer

& | http://azyastest/offender/109/reports/full/s ~ |+

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
A afr [@Fuuﬂeport ] ]

ing Arrangements

Comparison Over Time

o Low O Moderate W High

100

7s

s0

25 [

=}
1142602012 1142602012
1. Family is Important
Family is not very important to the youth = O

2. Consi lies C

Caregiver does not consistently apply consequences *
3. Follows Caregiver's Rules

Does not follow caregivers rules *
4. Follows Through with Consequences

Caregiver does not follow through with consequences =
5. Contact with Biologicali/Adoptive Parent

Contact with at least 1 biologicaladoptive parent
6. Relationship with Adults

Argues with adults =

Neglect/Abuse history
Barriers
Family stability

Family supports change
Family engagement

Done R Local intranet

/= Full Report - Windows Internet Explorer

R TRl =  hitp://azyastest/offender/109/reports/full/5 ~ |4

File Edit View Favorites Toels Help
i afr | @8 Full Report ] ] £
Peers and Scocial Support Network

Comparison Over Time

o Lo O Moderate o High

100
®
_§ 75
E =0
-]
£ 25
£ 5 |

1142602012 114266201 2

1. Friends Fight
Friends do not fight

2. Friends Arrested
Less than S0% of friends have been arrested

3. Friends/Family Associated with Gang Activity
Friends/family in a gang *

4. Arrested with Friends
Not arrested with friends.

5. Friends Suspended/Expelled from School
50% or more *

6. Friends are Important
Friends are very important

Strengths
Motivation to make new friends

Barriers
Pro-social leisure activities

Total: z Need Level: Moderate

Section Notes
“Youth has made no effort to engage in positive after school activities.

Done €i Local intranet
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Research References

= The Ohio Youth Assessment System - Final Report
https://www.uc.edu/content/dam/uc/ccjr/docs/reports/project reports/
OYAS final report.pdf (Latessa, E.; Lovins, B. & Ostowski, K. (2009)

» Understanding the Risk Principle: How and Why Correctional Interventions
Can Harm Low-Risk Offender(Lowenkamp, C. & Latessa E (2004)
h}/gs://www.sedqwickcounfv.orq/medio/31 357 /risk_principle.pdf

The Risk Need Responsivity Model of Offender Rehabilitation: Is There
Really a Need For a Paradigm Shifte (Looman, J. & Abracen,J. 2013)

http://psycnet.apa.org/fulltext/2014-12592-007.html
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